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Global Supply Chains: An Interconnected World
by Reo Aono 

 On February 23rd, the Duke-
UNC Consortium for Middle-
East Studies sponsored a 
virtual event titled Global 
Supply Chains: An 
Interconnected World. The 
event aimed to inform 
university students about the 
implementation and impact of 
global supply chains and 
changes fostered by the 
pandemic. Five guests spoke 
diligently about their research 
topic under the umbrella-term 
supply chains, including: Dr. 
Artur Swierczek, an Associate 
Professor of Supply Chain 
Management at the University 
of Economics in Katowice (Poland), Howard Leedham MBE, from 
Consilium World Consulting, Dr. Lenka Veselovska, an Associate 
Professor at Matej Bel University (Slovak Republic). This article focuses 
on three of the five speakers and their opinion on how the pandemic 
has impacted supply chains and their country’s respective economy.  
 Dr. Artur Swierczek spoke about the mechanism behind how 
COVID-19 adversely impacted supply chains. He highlighted two 
aspects of disruptions that occur within a supply chain - transmission 
and amplification - in the context of COVID-19. Transmission of 
disruption refers to the way a direct negative impact to the supplier 
can cause an indirect negative impact on other entities in a supply 
chain - including the manufacturers and consumers. Dr. Swierczek 
continued to articulate how the impact and strength of disruptions 
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amplify - have a “snowball effect” - in supply 
chains. 
 Howard Leedham MBE put his focal 
point on the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and 
its importance within the global supply chain. 
He mentioned the “power of yes” as the 
reason why the UAE has shown rapid 
development, as the UAE gained its success 
through accepting western political and 
financial influence. Currently, its logistics 
industry plays an integral role in the 
foundation of the UAE economy. According to 
Leedham, as the 10th largest seaport globally, 
the Jebel Ali Free Zone is home to 7500 

companies, and current traffic is at 80% of pre-
pandemic conditions. The airfreight logistics market in the UAE has increased its capacity during 
the pandemic - accounting for 13.3% of the GDP. Leedham states how UAE was able to sustain 
their economic presence during the pandemic through strict COVID-related regulations.  
 Dr. Lenka Veselovska discussed the supply chain disruptions during the pandemic in her 
home country, the Slovak Republic. Because of decreasing consumer expenditures, the motor-
vehicle market - a major sector of the Slovakian economy - is in crisis. With a decreasing number of 
tourists, their most stable source of income has been unsustainable. The economic downturn that 
occurred   last October forced businesses to find solutions to the disrupted supply chains. As a 
result, there has been a rise in demand for external logistics. Slovakian corporations have made 
efforts to support small businesses with their production and logistics process through programs 
such as Own Business Day created by METRO, during this pandemic. 
 The event put forth the importance of understanding the mechanism behind supply chains 
and emphasized the interdependency of nation-states. It is intriguing to examine further how 
global supply chains will evolve in a post-pandemic world. Further, the sustainability of monetary 
and natural resources will increasingly become an essential aspect of how supply chains are 
managed.  
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Military Coup in Myammar
by Zachary Pairman

On February 1st, 2021 Myanmar’s military staged a coup, overthrowing the struggling 
democratic government by arresting civilian leaders, shutting down the internet and 
telecommunication, and blocking flights. Before the coup, parliament was set to hold its first 
session since the recent election, which was largely won by the National League for Democracy. 
However, military leaders refused to accept the results by contesting them in court and 
threatening to “take action.”  Eventually, the military arrested leaders of the National League for 
Democracy, civilian leaders, cabinet ministers, activists, and writers. On top of this, the military took 
control of infrastructure, television, and airports, cancelling all flights. Military dictatorships are 
nothing new to Myanmar; from 1962 to 2011 it was controlled by the military and only 
experienced democracy because of reforms instituted by the military itself. However, the short 
lifetime of democracy in Myanmar has left a mark on the people. Since the coup, protests have 
spread across the country. Nationwide protests have exceeded a million people, and are growing. 
On February 22nd, 2020, protestors went to the streets carrying signs demanding that the military 
regime “Free our leader.” This referred to the imprisoned President U Win Myint and State 
Councilor Ms. Aung San Suu Kyi, who are facing obscure charges and being denied legal 
representation. 

Protests turned deadly when a 19-year-old woman was shot in Nayptitaw. After a police 
crackdown on shipyard workers on strike in Mandalay, security forces shot and killed two more 
individuals, adding to the growing death toll. These killings by police have led to the largest 
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Teachers Protesting in Myanmar (Picture retrieved from NY Times)

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/01/world/asia/myanmar-protests-photos.html
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nationwide strike since the coup with millions turning out including bankers, doctors, civil servants, 
cashiers, telecom operators, and many more. The strike, also known as the 22222 uprising, echoes 
the 8/8/1988 protests against military rule that turned bloody when suppressed by military forces. 

The international community has condemned the coup and its response to peaceful 
protests. Singapore issued a statement denouncing the “inexcusable” violence and warned of 
adverse consequences if it continues. British Prime Minister Boris Johnson tweeted in response to 
the coup, “I condemn the coup and unlawful imprisonment of civilians, including Aung San Suu 
Kyi, in Myanmar. The vote of the people must be respected and civilian leaders released.”    

President Joe Biden has signed an executive order freezing over $1 billion in US assets 
owned by Myanmar’s generals and has signaled there will be more sanctions to come. Both 
domestically and internationally the coup is facing growing pressure to restore the democratically 
elected leaders. There has been no substantial evidence indicating that the election was 
fraudulent as the military has claimed. This situation is extremely volatile and the increasing 
pressure the military is facing is making it harder for the country to sustain itself. The response to 
the coup is a reminder to all of the importance of democracy and respecting the will of the 
people. 

Sources: 
Goldman, Russell. “Myanmar's Protests, Explained.” The New York Times, The New York Times, 1 Feb. 2021, www.nytimes.com/

article/myanmar-news-protests-coup.html. 
Kirby, Jen. “Myanmar's pro-Democracy Protest Movement Is Strengthening.” Vox, Vox, 22 Feb. 2021, www.vox.com/22295138/

myanmar-protests-strike-coup-military. 
“Myanmar's Troubled History: Coups, Military Rule, and Ethnic Conflict." Council on Foreign Relations, Council on Foreign 

Relations, www.cfr.org/backgrounder/myanmar-history-coup-military-rule-ethnic-conflict-rohingya. 
Press, The Associated. “Mass Protests and Funeral Follow Deadly Shootings in Myanmar.” NBCNews.com, NBCUniversal News 

Group, 21 Feb. 2021, www.nbcnews.com/news/world/mass-protests-funeral-follow-deadly-shootings-myanmar-n1258465. 
“Remarks by President Biden on the Administration's Response to the Coup in Burma.” The White House, The United States 

Government, 11 Feb. 2021, www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/02/10/remarks-by-president-
biden-on-the-administrations-response-to-the-coup-in-burma/. 

Twitter, Twitter, twitter.com/BorisJohnson.
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Italian Ambassador Killed in the Democratic Republic of the Congo
By Will Rowe 

On February 22, the Italian Ambassador to the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo (DRC), Luca Attanasio, as well as an Italian policeman 
and a Congolese driver, were killed near the city of Goma in the 
DRC. 
 Attanasio was traveling to visit a United Nations (UN) Food 
Program School in the area when the attack occurred, despite the 
road having been previously ruled as safe. According to reports, 
Attanasio’s car, part of a two-car convoy, was stopped by six armed 
men, who killed the Congolese driver, Mustapha Milambo, and took 
the six passengers of the convoy. When army and park rangers 
arrived, a firefight broke out, during which the armed group killed 
Attanasio and the Italian policeman, Vittorio Iacovacci, who served 
as Goma’s bodyguard. 
 The Congolese government blamed the attack on the 
Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR), a Rwandan 
ethnic Hutu rebel militia. The FDLR denied this allegation. As there are several rebel groups active 
in the area, it is difficult to identify the exact groups involved. 
 The UN Secretary-General, Antontio Guterres, condemned the attack and called for an 
investigation in order to bring those involved to justice. Italian Foreign Minister Luigi Di Maio 
echoed these sentiments and communicated his “great dismay and immense sorrow” after 
hearing of the three men’s deaths. 
 Since the arrival of militants following Rwanda’s genocide in the mid-1990s, the eastern 
Congo has been a frontline for conflict as numerous militant groups battle for the region’s valuable 
minerals. While there has been recent progress with the arrival of UN peacekeepers a decade ago, 
there is obviously still much to be done. 
 This event is a reminder of the dangers of working in humanitarian and diplomatic fields, 
but also undermines how important the missions of these fields are for the creation of a safer 
world. In order to honor those like Attanasio, the international community must cooperate to 
improve the conditions of those everywhere, from the DRC to the European Union. 

Sources: 
 Mahamba, Fiston, and Hereward Holland. “Italy Repatriates Ambassador and Bodyguard Killed in Congo.” Reuters, Thomson 
Reuters, 24 Feb. 2021, www.reuters.com/article/congo-security/update-3-italy-repatriates-ambassador-and-bodyguard-killed-in-congo-
idUSL1N2KT27N. 
 Al Jazeera. “Hutu Rebels Accuse DRC, Rwanda after Italian Ambassador Killed.” Conflict News | Al Jazeera, Al Jazeera, 23 Feb. 
2021,www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/2/23/hutu-rebels-accuse-drc-rwanda-over-italians-killing.  

 News, VOA. “Italian Ambassador to Democratic Republic of Congo Killed in Ambush Monday.” Voice of America, 22 Feb. 
2021, www.voanews.com/africa/italian-ambassador-democratic-republic-congo-killed-ambush-monday-0. 
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Announcements:

1) If you are interested in becoming a member of ISBFA, please click this link below and 
join our organization via Heel-life! We are looking for graphic designers, Marketing 
specialists, accomplished writers, and many more. As a society, we hold bi-weekly 
meetings. If you would like to experience a start-up environment, this opportunity is for 
you! Our heel life page can be accessed from the link below:

https://heellife.unc.edu/organization/isbfa

2) We have started a new Instagram account! We will be posting weekly global news, 
fundraising opportunities, campus events, etc., via the platform. Our Instagram page can 
be accessed from the link below:

https://www.instagram.com/unc_isbfa/

3) If there are any further inquiries (collaborations, membership, etc.), please do not 
hesitate and email our President at: 

reo1@live.unc.edu

IR Memes of the month:
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