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introduction to hanbok. introduction to hanbok.

The hanbok (or Choson-ot in North Korean) is a type of traditional
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Korean dress worn y all ages and genders. It came to pr{)minence in the | 5
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Symbolism of status and rank were built into the hanbok colors, S A ek P = = 3 3t ot
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patterns of animals and plants such as lotuses, phoenixes, rocks/stones, ole 2o = LIEPALICH
white cranes, butterflies, and more. For example, a phoenix represented a S SRR =
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introduced to Korea in th:ﬁ)urreljﬂnl:h century by Ik Jam Moon = TRARSUCL ZH A HES2 o5 A0fe] 20|19 SFAS
" | SR : ASStD {22 HHMEIS X715H7| AIRFISLICE 0] MM

common people could make and wear [Lhelr ()lel hanbok. Du‘rmgr the alof| = P_"E 512|m{ofl HZE X2 (2 FHL|), 2IA 22 ('j—'.““jq
Joseon dynasty, women began to experiment with hanbok skirt lengths of). = (SHEX)), LA 314 23} (S5), 2 (E2) 9IS,
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and silhouettes, as well as adding matching accessories. These accessories
included a purse (bokjumeont) that hangs from the waistband of the
hanbok, a one-piece slip (sok chima), bloomers (sok baji), a white
removable collar (tongjong), socks (poson), and an overcoat (durumagi).
What we consider the hanbok t()da}r 1s directly linked to its deveinpment
during the Joseon dynasty. Currently, the hanbok is worn for special
occasions and not everyday attire. Due to its high cost, hanbok rentals

are common, with people wearing them solely for a cultural outing or (

photo shoot.

The hanbok is the most representative dress of the Korean peninsula,
both North and South. As it pre~dates and outlasts the Japanese
occupation of the Korean peninsula (1910-1945), Koreans pride
themselves on the cultural symbolism and heritage of the hanbok.
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breakdown of the hanbok.
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goreum (the ties)
Korean hanboks are colored by using natural dyes. The colors used
to make the jeogori and chima depended on the wearer’s social
status. Royalty, court officials, and the upper class wore bright
colored hanboks, while commoners wore light earth colored
hanboks such as white, pale pink, light green, and charcoal. The
aesthetic framework is based on the Korean preference for
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jeogori (top)

naturalness, desire for supernatural protection and blessings, and
the C-()nfhcizin—sryle dress code.

In the summertime, the yangban (which were members of the
highest social class during the Joseon Dynasty) wore hanboks made
of ramie, and commoners wore hanboks made of hemp. In the
wintertime, the yangban wore hanboks made of silk and satin,

while the commoners wore hanboks made of cotton.
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the evolution of the hanbok.
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Unitied Silla Kingdom

The beautiful colors produced by diverse dying techniques and ' y ‘ LN
the luxurious materials used for c]othing during the Unified Silla :
period show what luxury the ruling class enjoyed at the time. The
Tang Dynasty he:wi]y influenced dress from the Unified Silla

Dynasty, particularly for nobles. The Silla Dynasty and Tang

Dynasty formed an alliance and defeated the other 2 Korean i
dynasties (Baekje and Goguryeo) that it co-existed with and j

became the Unified Silla Dynasty. Through these wars, the
Unified Silla Dynast}f and Tung Dynasty were able to form
stronger ties. This allowed the Chang An culture to influence the

Unified Silla Dynasty
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Gorveo Dynasty

Since the kingdom had a drastic age to defend the country

against ﬂn'fsign invasion like Liao, Jin, Yuan, thcy lost most of
their relics or records and we can't find what kinds of clothing
system they had exactly. Goryeo was an independent nation
but they LanH to stand for dukedom of China, so we can
guess tl'luy conformed China sSong and Yuan's d}-'nasr}-"s
clothing system. The high class people tollowed Song
clothing, and normal class people maintained traditional
hanbok. It would have Song's basic costume structure and
Korean's tull-tflowing A line skirt. Sometimes the chima was

WOrmn over El‘ll': ]CUSL_",UII dIlL'[ somerimes not.
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the evolution of the hanbok.
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Joseon Dynasty

The style of traditional Korean clothing as we know it toclay

became established in the Joseon period. Jeogori became shorter;

the band for tying the waist disappeared; Strips and knotted
bottoms appeared; and a white collar was sewn around the

neckband. Over time, changes were made to the length and

width ()fj@{)g()ri, and the silhouette of chima changed. Joseon
upheld aesthetics of integrity based on Confucian ideology, and
women’s clothing changed accordingly in the late Joseon period:

_jeogori became shorter and diverse sryles of underwear

developed to create the voluminous silhouerte of chima.
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